Date: Tue,  4 Jan 94 14:10:38 PST
From: Info-Hams Mailing List and Newsgroup <info-hams@ucsd.edu>
Errors-To: Info-Hams-Errors@UCSD.Edu
Reply-To: Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu
Precedence: Bulk
Subject: Info-Hams Digest V93 #1543
To: Info-Hams


Info-Hams Digest            Tue,  4 Jan 94       Volume 93 : Issue 1543

Today's Topics:
                    Disability Waivers for CW scam
                 Finally got my license in the mail!
               Modified FFTMORSE .EXE (long uuencoded)
                           Where to Start?

Send Replies or notes for publication to: <Info-Hams@UCSD.Edu>
Send subscription requests to: <Info-Hams-REQUEST@UCSD.Edu>
Problems you can't solve otherwise to brian@ucsd.edu.

Archives of past issues of the Info-Hams Digest are available 
(by FTP only) from UCSD.Edu in directory "mailarchives/info-hams".

We trust that readers are intelligent enough to realize that all text
herein consists of personal comments and does not represent the official
policies or positions of any party.  Your mileage may vary.  So there.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 20:29:19 GMT
From: ogicse!uwm.edu!mixcom.com!kevin.jessup@network.ucsd.edu
Subject: Disability Waivers for CW scam
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

In <CItE54.E31@news.iastate.edu> wjturner@iastate.edu (William J Turner) writes:

>That's all they need?  A "severe handicap"?
>Anybody seen anyone with a CW waiver because they are paralyzed from the waist
>down?  Maybe I should be the first and use it for my 20wpm...
><HI> <HI>

What if I'm paralyzed from the neck up?! ;-))

-- 
  /`-_       kevin.jessup@mixcom.com  |  
 {     }/ Marquette Electronics, Inc  |    I suport publick skools! ;-)
  \    /   Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA  |  
   |__*|  N9SQB, ARRL, Amateur Radio  |

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 20:34:53 GMT
From: library.ucla.edu!csulb.edu!paris.ics.uci.edu!news.claremont.edu!mtigate!mti.com!hunley@network.ucsd.edu
Subject: Finally got my license in the mail!
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

<SUSEEA@MAINE.MAINE.EDU> writes:
> Took the Tech test and 5wpm code on OCT. 20, 1993 and recieved
> the license on Dec. 24, 1993.  Nice Christmas present I thought.
> Just thought some of you out there would like to know the waiting
> time.
> Alan
> N1QWT
> 
> *** My son, 11 years old also passed his Tech with 5 wpm code.  He
> recieved his ticket the same day as me. N1QWV

I just applied for renewal (actually reinstatement) a few days ago.
Does anybody know if a renewal/reinstatement takes approximately the
same time?  I had let my license expire, so I can't operate until I
get the new one.

--

                            John Hunley
   Sr. Software Engineer                  Email:  hunley@mti.com
   Micro Technology, Inc.                  UUCP:  mti.com!hunley
   4905 E. La Palma Ave.                  Voice:  (714) 693-2613
   Anaheim, CA  92807                       FAX:  (714) 970-5924

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 1994 13:30:23 -0500
From: swrinde!gatech!news.ans.net!inca.gate.net!not-for-mail@network.ucsd.edu
Subject: Modified FFTMORSE .EXE (long uuencoded)
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

This is FFTM2EXE.ZIP, the executable version of my FFTMORSE changes.
It has been ZIPped with PKZIP 2.04g, and uuencoded with some random
UUENCODE utility.  The work directory isn't ready for inclusion.

Some undocumented requirements:  SOUND and BLASTER environment
variables, pointing to your Sound Blaster (or fully compatible)
drivers.  The audio initialization code uses your SB drivers and
description (found in SOUND and BLASTER) to set up your card.
CT-VOICE.DRV in your SB's directory, and a relatively new function
inside (0x19, I think) that automagically parses your environment
variables and sets the card up properly.

Undocumented features:
SPACE toggles noise, SHIFT+UP and SHIFT+DOWN move the tune-out
region (shown by < to the left of the analyzer).  T toggles
tune-out (the signal detection uses an average of the entire
signal and an average of the tuned-in signal [brown background]--
turning on the tune-out drops the dimmed region from the total
signal averaging; useful for tuning out persistant noise).

The second screen line from the bottom consists of 3-line characters
and spaces.  Spaces indicate the start of a new sample; 3-lines
indicate time spent waiting for the next sample to finish recording.
This is mainly for debugging, so I know how much more processing I
can wedge in between samples.

The bottom screen line consists of blocks and spaces.  Blocks
indicate that a signal has been detected; spaces show no signal.
Another debugging indicator, but still fun to watch.  Sound's
much neater as a debugging aid-- hit SPACE.

The up-pointing arrow below the graph indicates the average signal
in the tune-in (brown background) region.  The down-pointing
triangle is the overall signal average.  The vertical bar is the
threshhold value-- a tune-in average that meets or exceeds the
threshhold indicates a signal.

The autoadjust mode (toggled by *) defaults to ON.  If the program
detects an overrun (no idle time after processing the current block
of audio), autoadjust will drop your sampling rate by 1000/sec.
This quickly adjusts the program to your hardware's speed.  This
version of FFTMORSE has defaults that work for my machine (It's a
hack, I tell you!  A giant hack!)-- you'll need to drop most of the
"length" settings if the sampling rate falls far enough.  Lengths
are in FFT samples, not any absolute time base.  One FFT sample is
256 audio samples, and the current method of sampling/processing
isn't the best way to go about things.

TIPS AND PRACTICAL INFORMATION

If you want to combine spikes, minimize noise, or just plain fiddle
around with the graph, use A and S to change the Skip.  Skip's the
increment for determining the next sample to use (it's the number
of samples skipped between used samples, minus 1).  Smooth is the
number of FFT snapshots that are averaged together before graphing and
signal detection (it's practically useless).  SmoMorse is the number
of samples kept for averaging the left Mark and Spc numbers.  The
right Mark and Spc numbers are used to determine dot/dash timing and
letter/word timing.  Nois is the minimum signal length to be considered
an actual signal (i.e., 2 means that marks of 1 or fewer units [blocks
at the bottom of the screen] are considered spurious and ignored).

WARNINGS AND DISCLAIMERS - READ THIS, OKAY?

I can only support this program in my free time, if I have it.
This program might not work on your computer, and could even turn
    your computer into a sizzling puddle of slag.  If you have even
    the slightest doubt that this program won't work (or may be
    harmful) on your computer, DON'T USE IT.  I cannot be responsible
    for any losses this program may cause you.  If it works great, and
    you spend all your time with it, and you lose your job/wife/house/
    car/mind because it's such a wonderful and useful and really
    spiffokeen program... I'M NOT RESPONSIBLE!  If your cat mutates
    because of incidental radiation from the wonderful colorized
    text, I hope it's not large and carnivorous.  You've been warned.
Source will be available at some point.  I want to slap some legalese
    on it so folks won't sue me or go off and write really nice programs
    with it without giving Francois Jalbert and myself free copies.  :)
    I also need to write up some sort of formal README, which this
    basically is.

I'd also like to extend this program to read FSK formats.  If you
have technical details about FSK radio emissions, determining their
types, or decoding them, please let me know.

Apologies to Francois Jalbert for (a) misspelling his name thrice in
this message and (b) dropping all identification from this FFTMORSE
program.  I've run out of screen space, and will bring back credits
if I ever manage to go graphical.

Portions (many) are copyright (c) 1992 by Francois Jalbert
(jalbert@IRO.UMontreal.CA).

----- cut below this line -----
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MR?Z!"7"EABWIU#<%/N\)[F(H\N2?2@Q;>`VYOR?X[T@YD65*C6%3(LX%_[O'
M%-#U!/]-Q2HEQC!/L2\!>S84+`*6!:T8-K'`>GJ"2U1,>8D8YBGF\9[@74S-
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MEZVU/E9<]'#QLD>MKA7%CZY>M\RUNFA=DH'\KY_/1UX1O6#>O;DSB6'AJA56
M%;2N6%>ZNKAHW:,KUKFLI<N*5R][<.T*ZT-%[K7+K>N*7-8'5UA7%KG7+4\G
M]Y/EQ:7WSUAX@W/>G!EWIL_,<Y+B!XEA1HRTZ+$5ZZSC2M(-0,9164M7%)>@
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M@M-971]<1U^2J\^_?%((\P"+GZZ&K?D?2',4!>]!+*O3XQA*3!FL'Z2DZ@>P
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end
----- cut above this line -----

Bugs, tips, information, whatever.  Let me know in e-mail.
The accompanying documentation was written on the fly (such
a tiny keyboard those flies have), and I don't care if it's
got bad grammar or spelling.  Eventually something better
will emerge.

-- 
-><- Rocco Caputo (troc@inca.gate.net) PGP 2.3a public key available by finger.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 20:08:41 GMT
From: att-out!cbfsb!cbnews!cbnewst!cbnewsm!gdo%aloft.att.com@RUTGERS.EDU
Subject: Where to Start?
To: info-hams@ucsd.edu

In article <tony.blake.17.2D287BDF@stpaul.ncr.com>, tony.blake@stpaul.ncr.com (Tony C Blake) writes:

|> I realize that amateur radio has a wide range of interests and
|> opportunities.  Right now I'm interrested in HF, 2m FM repeater, and
|> satellite.  Although I have a good sized budget, it looks as though 
|> I can't get into HF and satellite right away.  Any opions as to which
|> would be better to start out in would be greatly appreciated.  

Hi Tony,

You'd be amazed at what you can do with a small antenna (such as a loop)
and a QRP rig on HF.  I just got an MFJ-9040 QRP rig from Santa that puts
out a mere 4 to 5 watts and I've made a bunch of contacts.  It's inexpensive
and very small.  You also have less chance of interfering with your neighbors'
TV sets and such.  I live in the sticks and have room for big antennas so I
can't offer any first-hand advice on small antennas, but I have some friends
using small loop-type antennas with good results.

I've never worked the satellites so I can't help you there.

73 & Happy New Year!

-- 

  Glenn D. O'Donnell, N3BDA       Internet:      gdo@aloft.att.com
  AT&T Bell Laboratories          Amateur Radio: n3bda@n3dpu.#epa.pa.usa.na
  Allentown, PA                   Home QTH:      Palmerton, PA (Grid FN20eu)
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